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Team to Bike 5,000 kilometers Across China to Increase Awareness of Mental Disabilities 
Shanghai, China – July 3, 2005 –  

On July 3, 2005, a team of Bike Across China participants – led by Brad Weinberg and Fang Wen Guang – will begin a two month, 5,000 kilometer bicycle journey across China to raise research funding for and promote the awareness of mental disabilities.  Their journey begins in Shanghai and follows the eastern part of the ancient Silk Road, crossing the Gobi Desert and climbing to over 12,000 feet in elevation.  

In addition to raising $20,000US for their charities, the team aims to educate people across China and the US about mental disabilities.  It will do this by participating in volunteer events for mental disabilities at multiple locations along the journey and through their web site.  They will kick off their activities on July 1st by volunteering at the Shanghai Sincerity Children Convalescent Kindergarten (上海徐汇区星雨儿童康健院).  On July 3rd they will leave Shanghai from the Bohdi Bicycle shop at 8AM and head approximately 100 kilometers to Suzhou with a team of bikers from Shanghai.
The other cities in which they will participate in volunteer activities along their tour include: Nanjing, Hefei, Xi’an, Lanzhou, Jiayuguan, Turpan, and Urumqi.  The entire journey will be detailed (including photos and videos) on www.biketheworld.org.  Please visit our web site if you would like to get involved or learn more about the charities, route or e-mail updates.
More information on the Bike Across China team leaders:
Brad Weinberg is participating in the tour in honor of his younger brother Blake who has autism.  Brad is an avid cyclist and athlete who has completed a 1,000 kilometer tour through northern Italy (www.biketheworld.org/italy/), two marathons, and one Olympic triathlon.  For the past four months Brad has been teaching Business English at Hebei Normal University in Shijiazhuang, China.  Brad will be starting medical school at Brown University in September of 2005.
Fang Wen Gaung is 21 years old and was born in Wuhan, China.  This is his first long-distance biking trip, although he is an avid athlete and the captain of his school’s soccer team.  Fang Wen Gaung's father died of a heart attack when he was only 19 years old.  He spent the following two years helping support his mother before continuing his studies to become an elementary school teacher at Hebei Normal University.
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Fang Wen Guang, Chinese Tour Leader


E-mail: wenguang@biketheworld.org

Phone: 086-13931143316

Website: http://www.biketheworld.org 
	US Contact

Mathew Farkash, Program Director
E-mail: mfarkash@biketheworld.org

Phone: 401-935-5985

Fax: 001-615-694-1816


