Hi [To Name],

I am writing you to tell you about a friend of mine, Brad Weinberg, who is biking 5,000km (3,000 mile) bike trip across China (including the Gobi desert) to raise awareness of mental disabilities in the US and China.  No, he’s not on a hog, mind you, but leg power.  

Now, you may ask why (I did)?  Well, and this is very cool, he is riding across China for Autism.  [Insert a personal connection to autism, if applicable:  As you know…].  Brad’s youngest brother Blake is Autistic.
I am very excited about what he is doing (and a little nervous too) and I promised him we would contact all of our friends and business contacts to generate support for Autism on his behalf.  He is funding this adventure himself so is not looking for dollars to pay for his trip, but would very much appreciate you considering making a tax deductible donation to the Autism Society of America (ASA) in recognition of his efforts.  

Brad’s 5000 KM bike trek begins July 3, 2005 and will last two months.  You can follow his progress and see his bike route by going to www.biketheworld.org.  If you are interested in seeing some amazing pictures he has taken of his stay in China see: www.biketheworld.org/gallery/ 
I thank you for your support of his efforts either through a donation to ASA or your moral support by just encouraging him on.  You can donate to ASA on a secure web site or by phone, fax or mail please go to this site www.biketheworld.org/donate/.  It is all simple, easy and safe.    

Please forward this letter to your friends and acquaintances to help Brad this incredible cause. 

My best, 

[Your name]
PS: It looks like Brad will be hiring a trail car for the Gobi Desert.  They will have a banner, t-shirts and even some TV coverage.  If you would like to consider a corporate sponsorship e-mail Mat Farkash, Tour Director, at mfarkash@biketheworld.org.

